THE CYTOLOGY AND LIFE-HISTORY OF BACTERIA by unknown
acute hepatitis or cirrhosis, this being more common in those cases where the
jaundice relapses and convalescence is prolonged.
A few cases have also been reported wvhere, after an interval of several years of
normal health, clinical cirrhosis has supervened, and, while the evidence that the
cirrhosis in these cases is due to antecedent hepatitis is not absolute, it can
certainly be considered as highly suggestive.
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REVIEW
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IIHE study of the bacterial cell for its owfn sake has had comparatively little time devoted to it.
The relationship of bacteria to disease which dominated the scene in the early days postulated
many problems, and the energies of worker-s were necessarily devoted to solving them.
The detailed and intensive study of the bacterial cell as a cell was and is limited both by its
minute oize and the techniques available.
Dr. Bisset's aim in this book is "to attract the attention of other workers in this and related
fields to the importance of the coniception of the bacterial cell as a living cell with the same
function and structure as other living cells." Theories previously accepted may be re-examined
in the light of the evidence here produced. All aspects of morphology are discussed, but the more
controversial points, such as the presence or absence of nuclei in the bacterial cell and the
existence of a life cycle, have much attention. Evidence is advanced for the sexual reproduction
of bacteria and for the occurrence of a life cycle in groups, such as the myxobacteria and
streptomycis, as well as the streptobacillus moniliformis.
While it is improbable that the more conservative workers will accept the evidence adduced
for these occurrences, it is likely that the book will shake some out of an uncritical acceptance
of text-book theory and may stimulaite fur-ther wvork along these litnes. It is primiarily a work
for the specialists in microbiology and kindred fields.
The book is beatutifully produced, the diagrammatic illustrations are particularly clear and
numerous, and the photographs, wvhich are remarkably good, do exemplify the difficulty of being
precise about the detailed internal structure of these tiny cells.
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